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WYALKATCHEM CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.44 pm]: I will make a very brief member’s statement to you, 
Mr President, my parliamentary colleagues and the three government members who have stayed behind and are 
not on urgent parliamentary business! 
Just briefly, I want to touch on a very special sporting event that happened in the wheatbelt over the weekend 
and the story behind it. The Wyalkatchem Cricket Association was facing the very real prospect of a reduction in 
the number of teams at the start of this year, with a couple of clubs indicating that they would be struggling to 
field sides. One of those clubs was Goomalling, my own town, which turned up to the first game with four 
players. The future of the Wyalkatchem Cricket Association looked very bleak at that time. A crisis meeting was 
held amongst some of the clubs, and the president of the Wyalkatchem Cricket Association, Mark Ward, 
implored clubs to do what they could to find numbers to make up teams. As members know, country sport is 
very important and we all love our cricket. As a consequence, Goomalling was able to find some young 
players—15 to 17-year-olds, and a couple of 18 and 20-year-olds—to come up each weekend, from their studies 
or jobs in Perth, to help fill the side. The side grew and grew in confidence and eventually made it all the way to 
the finals, and won through to the grand final. It was an outstanding achievement. 
The other important thing to note is that for the last 14 years—13 years before this year—only Wongan Hills and 
Dowerin had played in the final. They had a hold on that match. Goomalling went to the final with a very young 
side. Two 18-year-olds opened the batting and a 16 and a 17-year-old boy opened the bowling. They acquitted 
themselves very well. After the first day, one run separated the two sides. When they came back the next day, the 
young team from Goomalling was able to win the premiership for the first time since 2001. Celebrations 
continued well into the night. I thought it was a great example of a community pulling together. The boys 
recognised what they needed to do to help fill the sporting side. The attendance at the final was extraordinary. 
The number of people who came up to watch their children, grandchildren, friends and husbands from both sides 
play in the game brought a great sense of community atmosphere. It is great to see that cricket in the wheatbelt is 
having a renaissance or a resurgence. The Wyalkatchem Cricket Association, especially under its president 
Mark Ward, now looks to have a brighter future with more and more young people becoming engaged in country 
sport. We have lost so many things in our wheatbelt communities, but if we lose our sport, our communities will 
inevitably die. Well done, everyone. 
With a little bit of self-indulgence, my son Dylan opened the batting on the second day and made 48 runs. I was 
a very proud dad watching the game. It was a magnificent game. It ebbed and flowed. Both sides had multiple 
chances to grab the game, but the other team inevitably fought back. It was a great game to watch, a great 
spectacle, and a great example of country sport. 

House adjourned at 5.46 pm 
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